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Dear Landholder,

This information package is part of a project totpct the Macquarie Perch in the Mongarlowe
River. It is being sent to all river-side landhatsleand other Mongarlowe River stakeholders as part
of a project funded by the Threatened Species N&two

The Macquarie Perch — or ‘Macca’ is endangerediasgrious decline
throughout most of its former range. Maccas wereabundant in the
Mongarlowe River, and there are records of thik Bsistaining large
populations during drought and other hard times twe last 150 years.

This project has increased knowledge about the Mg Perch i
population in the Mongarlowe River. We have seadcf@ Maccas,
and surveyed the length of the river for potentiededing sites andis=_
habitat threats. Signposts have been placed ataressings and acces
points. Voluntary Conservation Agreements are &lsmg set up on
private properties as a result of this project.

On the positive side, we have learned that:

. Maccas remain in the Mongarlowe River although pajons seem to be down. The
sampling program recorded low levels of fish bragdiver the two years of the survey.
There is excellent fish habitat in the MongarlowedR We documented 68 potential Macca
breeding sites, combining aerated riffles with dpepls with bedrock features.

Riparian (riverside) vegetation is mostly natived an good condition.

Native wildlife is rich and diverse. Platupus aspecially abundant with nearly 30 sited
during the river survey.

Riparian condition has improved in areas whereksteatering at the river has stopped.

The high conservation value of the river is widalyd formally recognized. Government
agencies recognise the importance of protectingeahdncing this river and its assets.

Through the project we have learned that the kesatis to the integrity of the Mongarlowe River,
and its Macca population include:
. Invasive fish species, especially gambusia and g gradually making their way
upstream from the Shoalhaven. Only two carp weesl sluring the river survey.
Willows are the most abundant woody weed. Thereaboait 130 crack willows, and 2 of
the more invasive black willows on the river. Pimgldings are present near most
plantations. There are only 1-4 individuals of atlyer woody-weeds.
Blackberries are the only common bushy-weed albegitzer. The blackberry is thick along
reaches of most established farms, but it is alieembany kilometers in between. There are
also isolated stands of honeysuckle.
Understory weeds such as thistle and cobblers-pags be seen, especially in stock-
watering areas and where tributaries enter.
Some aquatic weeds are of concern — including deekiwand an unidentified species.
Some sedimentation plumes indicate soil disturbdumtker back from the river.
Development pressure raises the possibility ofeéased sedimentation, water harvest, and
population pressure.



This information package includes information abbl#ccas, river management, and threatening
processes. Some photographs from this projectharers here. There is also a short survey which
we hope you will complete and return using the pe provided. The survey seeks your ideas
and input to the ongoing work of protecting the fiaarie Perch in the Mongarlowe River.

For more information and updates, please visit website: www.wild-river.com.au/fmr

Many thanks for your time,

Di Bott Gail Nichols Su Wild-River
Friends of Mongarlowe River, Macquarie Perch Priofamordinators

Some images of the Mongarlowe River and MacquaereliPproject.

Macquarie Perch signs now

Mongarlowe River wildlife — Black willow —a new and highly gt a|| public access points

eagle nest. invasive weed. Only two sited.

Project leaders Su Wild-River, Mark A classic Mongarlowe River reach showing
Lintermans, Di Bott, Paul Dann, Paul Bott  boulders in riffle and bedrock in pool below.

An unidentified aquatic weed. Sited nearly 4¢-lassic crack willow in the Mongarlowe. 130
individuals sited, from the village down. Let individual trees sited from King's Highway down.
us know if you have identified it.



